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“Islamics- Handicrafts”...
Photography Exhibition
Reflecting Islamic arts

As part of the activities of the twenty-fifth edition of Islamic Arts Festival, His Excellency Ab-
dullah bin Mohammed Al Owais, Chairman of the Department of Culture in Sharjah, and Mr.
Mohammed Ibrahim Al Qaseer, the Director of the Cultural Affairs Directorate in the Department,
and the Festival Director, inaugurated the photography exhibition “Islamics - Handicrafts” in
collaboration with the Union of Arab Photographers, at the Sharjah Public Library, in the pres-
ence of Adeeb Shaaban, President of the Union, and a large number of artists, media staff, and
photography enthusiasts.

The exhibition featured 40 photography works by Emirati and Arab photographers representing
15 countries. Most of the works focused on capturing pottery as a remarkable extension of Is-
lamic art history. In addition, the works aimed to reflect the spirit and the theme of the festival,
“Manifestations”, as well as create new narratives that contemplate Islamic arts.

The exhibition included a series of distinguished photography works, created by Jordanian pho-
tographer Tareq Ibrahim Hadi and Saudi photographer Hanaa Turkistani, who are known to be
two of the most prominent Arab photographers in the region.

Shaaban, President of the Union declared that the works of the participating Arab photogra-
phers significantly coincide with the beautiful theme of the festival. Therefore, their partic-
ipation would only reflect Sharjah’s constant support and guidance for Arab photographers
through which they seek to fulfill their goals and aspirations.

The exhibition included a competition by which Abdullah Al Owais and Mohammed Al Qaseer
have awarded the winners of the competition, and they are: Issa Ibrahim from Bahrain who
ranked the first place, Mohammed Najeeb from Egypt ranked the second place, and Abdullah Al
Khalili from Algeria ranked the third place.
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Alrais... Arabic Calligraphy
& Plastic Painting in one template

Visitors to the exhibition “Serenity of Letter” by the Emirati artist and calligrapher Abdul-
qader Alrais, which takes place at the Sharjah Calligraphy Museum feel that they are in front
of a wisdom and an experience that is manifested through a wonderful state of harmony
between calligraphy and the features of serenity and contentment which he has derived
through his work and experience with Hurufyyat.

Alrais relies on using certain letters that have reserved their appropriate and thoughtful sta-
tus, by encountering and leaning on a magnificent ground of oil and watercolors that made
the audience realize the aesthetics of the plastic painting on the one hand and the elegant,
majestic shape of the letter on the other hand.

Just like someone who leaves his confident and authentic mark on papers that belong to
him, but rather they are his possessions and treasures whose value is recognized by Arab
and foreign artists as they tour around the place.

Such beautiful creative combination was the reason that intellectuals in general, and artists
in particular, speculate in admiration the majesty of Arabic calligraphy, whereas the foreign
guests were captivated by the splendor of the calligraphy art and the aesthetics of the plas-
tic painting, that attracted art enthusiasts to calligraphy and moreover make them adore it.
However, we have previously witnessed many artists who have drawn calligraphy letters
in the shape of a ship, for example, or any other shape, but here in this exhibition Arabic
calligraphy permeates all works of art, amazingly celebrated by the audience, making them
motivated to acquire such works of art.

Artist Abdulqader Alrais stated that he tried to stand in the middle area between total ab-
straction and classical work, through his several researches and experiments. Through this
combination, he used watercolor or oil paintings, to make our Arabic letter stand out in the
eyes of others, moreover increase our appreciation, the native Arabic language users, where
the letter lives with us on a daily basis through writing and through the honor of the cal-
ligraphy profession.

Ibrahim Al-Sawaeer
Head of the cultural section of the Jordanian Al-Rai newspaper
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Workshops highlight
the aesthetics of “Jali & Moroccan
Mabsout Calligraphy”

As part of the activities of Islamic Arts Festival, the Calligraphy Square in the heart of Shar-
jah hosted two workshops in Arabic calligraphy. The first was under the title “Secrets of
Composition in Thuluth Jali Script 1” conducted by Turkish artist Ferhat Kurlu, while the
second was titled “Moroccan Mabsout Script between the aesthetics of writing the Qur’an
and the artistic painting 1” by the Moroccan artist Abderrahim Gouline. The workshops took
place at the Sharjah Centre for the Art of Arabic Calligraphy and Ornamentation, in the pres-
ence of a large number of calligraphy teachers and Centre affiliates.

During the first workshop, the audience listened to Kurlu presentation on the aesthetics and
features of composition in Thuluth Jali script, and the most important thing that distinguish-
es it from other scripts, in addition to the basic rules for writing it. During the workshop
Kurlu explained the important status of the Thuluth Jali script for it is considered as one of
the ceremonial scripts, where its artistic and decorative formations are being initially based
on the Holy Qur’an, as well as the proven Prophet hadiths.

The Turkish artist also highlighted a number of important artistic calligraphy schools that
excelled in drawing and planning Thuluth Jali script, by reviewing many examples of great
calligraphers, installation templates and artistic formation that increased the aesthetics
of this script. In addition, he revealed the most prominent techniques that highlighted the
beauty of the Arabic letter, and the advantage of symmetry in the artistic composition. At the
end of the workshop, the artist distributed models of his works to the audience.

In the second workshop, the audience listened to Abderrahim Gouline, as he explored the
journey of Arabic calligraphy, its connection to Islamic history, and its aesthetics that devel-
oped and grew during the Arab Islamic civilization. In addition, he highlighted the specialty
of the Moroccan Mabsout script, which techniques and artistic style are known to be related
to the Kufic script.

Also he explained that Moroccan artists added to this calligraphy their spirit, cultural char-
acteristic and aesthetic sensation. In conclusion, Gouline wrote a model in front of the audi-
ence to show them how to draw this beautiful Moroccan script.

Alaa Zarifa
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Islamic Arts Festival 2023 Programme. From 13 December 2023 till 21 January 2024. The festival hosts

several workshops held by artists from different countries of the world.
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